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      Respond to the Joint Core strategy
Final Consultation (Summer 2014)
Save the Countryside wants every resident to take the opportunity to have their voice heard in the really important matter of house building and protection of greenbelt land in our area. 
The Joint Core Strategy (JCS) team want to build a housing estate of 4850 houses next to Swindon Village. This will totally engulf our village and all the green land surrounding it, and impact the whole town forever. We feel this is totally unreasonable and not needed.  If you share our views then we urge you to read on!
To help you respond, we have given you some ideas for how to respond to the 4 official questions that the JCS team have asked us to answer.  You can respond in this way, or write your own personal response. 

1. Do you think our strategy of focusing on urban extensions (i.e. development sites located around Gloucester and Cheltenham) is the correct one? If not, where would you propose to locate the new development
There is not a need for urban extensions.  
The JCS team has overestimated the housing requirement by 10,000 dwellings. 
We must develop brownfield land first.
There are already enough brownfield sites to fit 18,500 dwellings which is enough housing for the area.


2. Do you think that we have identified the right sites based upon the strategy mentioned in question Q1? If not, which other areas/sites would you suggest and why?
The proposed A5 urban extension north west of Cheltenham is inappropriate for housing.
It is Green Belt land and is used for food production. 

It should not be concreted over resulting in more than a square mile of urban sprawl

There is a toxic waste site too close to the proposed housing.
The infrastructure in North West Cheltenham , particularly Tewkesbury road, cannot deal with the number of cars. 
Alternatives could be:
Additional 1600 homes could be built at Ashchurch and Highnam. 
The 4800 empty homes in the area should be brought back to use.
Empty flats above shops should be used.
More on-campus student accommodation to free up houses currently used part-time for students. 
Small volumes of additional affordable housing in villages to meet the local need. 

Please add any other derelict / vacant / ex office sites that you might have seen that could be used for housing
3. Have we identified the right list of Rural Service Centres and Service Villages and is this the appropriate amount of new development for them?

Development should not just be limited to the named centres and villages.

Small-scale appropriate development should be allowed in any village where there is established need to enable sustainable communities and for future generations to be able to live in their family area.
4. Is there any aspect of the strategy that you wish to question or comment on as a result of additional or alternative evidence? For example, do you have alternative information or evidence for how much housing and employment should be provided, or what infrastructure is required to support the proposed growth?

The Housing Numbers are exaggerated by 10,000 houses.
Where are the new jobs coming from that will support the huge increase in population that the JCS team expect?

There is insufficient Infrastructure for M5 North West Cheltenham – this can’t be considered without a 2 way motorway junction. 
There will be huge adverse effects predicted on the A4019 locally and in particular to the extra traffic likely on   Princess Elizabeth Way. This is unfair for existing communities.
The land where the NW Urban Extension is planned is composed of heavy clay and there is regular surface flooding. 
A huge new estate there could cause more flooding for existing residents

5. Other comments
The consultation was unfair – no chance to ask questions publicly. 
The JCS team have sold the development as a done deal – but this is a consultation, they have to listen to the public. 
The JCS team should work for the town’s population not for developers’ profits:
We hope that this helps you to respond easily to the JCS 
Please don’t assume that others are doing it so you don’t have to! We need your action now.

Without hundreds of responses, this new estate could be upon us next year

Many thanks
The Save the Countryside team.                       [image: image1.png]/\‘
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�Google Save Cheltenham greenbelt and you’ll find our online petition.





All details and all the documents are on � HYPERLINK "http://www.gct-jcs.org/" �www.gct-jcs.org/�





Email: info@gct-jcs.org ��Write: Joint Core Strategy Team, �          Municipal Offices, Promenade,                                     Cheltenham, GL50 9SA








